Entrance of the Bride

(Bridesmaids, Groomsmen, Jason, and Rick should already be in their places. Guests are standing to the sides, allowing an aisle on the lawn leading to the altar. Kristie enters, being escorted by her father who leads her to her place next to Jason. Her father remains.)

Introduction

Rick: We are gathered here today to celebrate the marriage of Jamie Kristen Garber and Jason Alan Lauborough. We come together not to mark the start of a relationship, but to recognize a bond that already exists. This ceremony is a public affirmation of their love for one another.

Rick: Kristie and Jason, it is here that you will enter into the bond of marriage and proclaim your commitment to each other. You have come here from two seperate walks of life. When you leave today, your path will have become one. You will walk that path together, hand in hand and side by side, chin up and face forward as you take on the world.

Rick: Although you will be sharing that path, remember that you are still two individuals. Love and respect one another. Celebrate your differences. Together you will laugh and cry, be sick and well, be happy and angry, share and grow. Keep your commitment foremost in your mind and heart, and most important of all; never lose your sense of humor.

Giving Away the Bride

Rick: Who gives this woman to be married to this man?

K's Dad: Her mother and I do.

(Kristie’s dad takes his place next to her mother.)

Hands of the Bride and Groom

Rick: Kristie, please face Jason, and hold his hands, palms up, so you may see the gift that they are to you.

(Kristie passes her bouquet to Oceanna, her Matron of Honor and then takes Jason’s hands in hers and holds them palm up.)

Rick: These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life. 

Rick: These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams. 

Rick: These are that hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. 

Rick: These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes: tears of sorrow and tears of joy.

Rick: These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when fear or grief wrack your mind. 

Rick: These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes: eyes that are filled completely with his overwhelming love and desire for you. 

Rick: Jason, please hold Kristie’s hands, palms up, where you may see the gift that they are to you.

(Jason takes Kristie’s hands and holds them palm up.)

Rick: These are the hands of your best friend, smooth, young and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life. 

Rick: These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times 

Rick: These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving. 

Rick: They are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. 

Rick: These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together as a team, everything you wish for can be realized.

Rick: These are the hands that will stroke your cheek gently as she gazes deeply into your eyes, her own filled completely with her overwhelming love and desire for you.

(Kristie takes her bouquet back and she and Jason hold hands.)

The Vows

Rick: Jason, will you take Kristie to be your wife? Do you promise to love, honor and cherish her now and forevermore? 

Jason: I will.

Rick: Kristie, will you take Jason to be your husband? Do you promise to love, honor and cherish him now and forevermore? 

Kristie: I will.

Rick: Jason, please repeat after me:

Rick: I, Jason…

Jason: I, Jason…

Rick: take you, Kristie…

Jason: take you, Kristie…

Rick: to be my wife …

Jason: to be my wife…

Rick: to have and to hold from this day forward…

Jason: to have and hold from this day forward…

Rick: for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer…

Jason: for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer…

Rick: in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy…

Jason: in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy…

Rick: to love and cherish always.

Jason: to love and cherish always.

Rick: Kristie, please repeat after me:

Rick: I, Kristie…

Kristie: I, Kristie…

Rick: take you, Jason…

Kristie: take you, Jason…

Rick: to be my husband…

Kristie: to be my husband…

Rick: to have and to hold from this day forward…

Kristie: to have and to hold from this day forward…

Rick: for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer…

Kristie: for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer…

Rick: in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy…

Kristie: in sickness and in health, in sorrow and in joy…

Rick: to love and cherish always.

Kristie: to love and cherish always.

The Rings

Rick: The rings you give and receive this day are the symbols of the endless love which you have for one another. Such a love has no beginning and no ending, no giver and no receiver. You are each the beginning and the ending, each the giver and the receiver.

(Rick gives Kristie’s ring to Jason. Jason takes Kristie’s hand.)

Rick: Jason?

Jason: This ring is a symbol of my undying love for you and my desire for you to be my wife from this day forward.

(Jason places ring on Kristie’s finger and releases her hand. Rick gives Jason’s ring to Kristie. Kristie takes Jason’s hand.)

Rick: Kristie?

Kristie: This ring is a symbol of my undying love for you and my desire for you to be my husband from this day forward.

(Kristie places ring on Jason’s finger. They hold hands.)

The Blessing

Rick: Family and friends, this is a moment of celebration. Let it also be a moment of dedication. The world does a good job of reminding us of how fragile we are. Individuals are fragile; relationships are fragile too. Every marriage needs the love and support of  friends and family. This day I ask you not only to be friends of Kristie or Jason, but friends of Kristie AND Jason together.

Rick: I would like to close with an Apache wedding prayer: "Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other. Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other. Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you. May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years. May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long upon the earth."

Rick: And now, I present to you Kristie and Jason Lauborough. Jason, you may kiss your bride.

